IS    POLAND    LOST ?

Goetel (b. 1890) who was originally an architect.
At the beginning of the Great War he happened
to be in Warsaw and was arrested by the Russians
as an Austrian subject. After months of imprison-
ment he was sent to Turkestan. In 1920, after
many terrible adventures, he succeeded in escaping
to Persia, reaching his native country through
India, with British help. He began his literary
career with a book describing his adventures.

.Mme Sophie Szczucka-Kossak was the wife of
a landowner in the Ukraine and experienced all
the horrors of the Bolshevik Revolution and the
subsequent period before she was able to escape.
By her vivid description of her experiences in
her book Conflagration she rose at one bound to
the front rank of Polish authors. She scored still
greater successes with her subsequent historical
novels. Anton Ferdinand Ossendowski is another
post-war author who began with a book on his
flight from Siberia, which was then followed by
others.

This survey of Polish literature through the
centuries is necessarily brief and inadequate, yet
sufficient to show that Poland's Soldiers of the
pen* have always fought for their country with
the same tenacity, the same dauntless courage as
her soldiers in the field, and if the national spirit
of the Polish people is unquenchable to-day, as
it has been through centuries of savage oppression,
it is in no small measure due to the poets, authors
and dramatists who wrote 'with pens dipped in
their heart's blood'. It is only natural that Poland's
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